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OENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGRICY
18 Fetwuary 1949

DITFLLIGRNOE MRARANDUM MO 2131

SUBJECT: CIA Comment on Despatch No. 276 Jidda %0 State dated
_nmmﬂ

1. CIA strongly conours in US Minlster Ghilds' opearvations
on tho strateglo iaportante of Saadl Arvabia to the US and agrees
wlth his estimate of King Iim Saud's desire to estetlish oloser
relations with the US, Speoifically the following minor points in

llﬁniater Childs' despatoh might, however, be clarified:

a. Pamgarh IV.lipe 3s Is the thought thet Seudd Arabia
would be & second line of defense at the beginning of hostllitles
but would beocome a firat 1ine of defense following the loss of Persial

k. m%ﬁ Thameuftbotm'ﬁealﬂyim
conditions* and *hatural ds" ‘might do guestioned., Presuumably

vhat 15 meant 1 thet £lying conditions are better han those in many
othamhofﬁemldaﬁthtthmmwdmmmmuldbe
quiokly developed into alrfislds.

.Wsmmummammumm
] any othey Neer Eaptern State" is pehaps & little
suweeping 8 long-iin eptimbe, |

[- 8

to determine Sand's with the US vl
final se of ViI, thet neither the King nor the
Crowm Prince is 5 be deflentod from & poliey of the closgest

g. U5 nations) interest requires the meirtenante of cgtablished
TS commercial alr soutes to Indiz end the Fer Bast, Sendd Arcbla lles
directly on suth a youte, :
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k. Smmuauloeatedmmm'h the south of the
Mvar Eastern areas of politiecal wmrast end is mot likely to be directly
involved in Eastern Mediterranecan politionl devw 8. US private
and commerciel. air interests, thorefore, are less %0 be subjecoted
to regulations, restrictions, or canoeﬁation of wivﬂegea due to
1lo0el sftuations,

rg. The US enjoys, for the duretion of the air base ngreememt,
all rights at Dhehven and most-favored-nation
treatnent, The US-build amopmtedmmnairhaae otn aceomnodate

the largest types of air tvansports,

d¢ The development of US oil interests has inoressed the im-
portance of Dhahran as & oivil airport. The Avabdan imerican 011
ﬂompamr, ARALO, depends its own fleet of 22 aireraft besed at

for loeal and for the ferrying of parsomnel and
mp]ieabetwmthemenﬂthesaﬁiuabianoﬂﬂelds. S and
British o1l interests now engaged in large~scale developments in the
Kinmit area could be advantag mﬂuéiﬂwdbyfoderairaervueswlth
Usintmmladrcarrim

e In the event of world conflist, the existence of & properly=
eqnﬂ.ppadaiﬂlahmbethrough&udimmmuofgreat logiatie
significance in supplementing military lines of eommmidation,

m J’idda Peport mentions in V the etrtteglo location of
 Seud Are th respect to important gea routes, It seems clear thet
oontrolof&uﬂmuabyastrongunﬁdenﬂymooﬂdmpletely
ddsupt highly importent oceen traffic by gttacks from dhorh distances

at the entrance to the Persian Gulf and at both ends of the Red Sea.
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